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WELCOME TO BRUNSWICK SOUTH P. S. 
         the city school with a country feel  



 
SCHOOL DATES IN 2008 
Term 1: 29 Jan (pupil free day),  
              30 Jan (Grade 1-6 students start) 

  31 Jan (Preps start) –Term ends 20 March 
Term 2: 7 April - 27 June  
Term 3: 14 July–19 September  

    Term 4: 6 October –19 December 
 
Public Holidays will be observed by the school during 2008: 
 

AUSTRALIA DAY  28th January  
LABOUR DAY            10th March 
GOOD FRIDAY  21st March  
EASTER MONDAY      24th March 
ANZAC DAY              25th April 
QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY     9th June 
MELBOURNE CUP DAY  4th November 

 
There will also be a limited number of Curriculum Days throughout the year to allow for whole school 
planning, curriculum development and staff professional development. Dates are approved by School 
Council and published in the school newsletter. Students do not attend school on these days. 
The School Age Child Care – (SACC) Program operates whole day programs for the children on these 
days, on a user pays basis. Prior booking is essential to enable SACC staff to plan the day’s program and 
to ensure that the required number of staff can be employed.  
Information on Curriculum Day programs and booking forms will be included in the Newsletter and 
from the SACC room throughout the year. 

 

DAILY SCHOOL TIMES 
 

8.45 - 9.00  Students arrive (playground supervised) 
9.00 - 11.00  TEACHING SESSION 1 
11.00 - 11.30 Morning recess 
11.30 - 1.00  TEACHING SESSION 2 
1.00   - 2.00  Lunch break 
2.00   - 3.30  TEACHING SESSION 3  
3.30   - 3.45  Students leave (playground supervised) 

 
 

 
 



TO ALL FAMILIES 
The Brunswick South school community welcomes you and your child, and looks forward to 
providing a safe and stimulating environment in which your child will flourish and develop a life long 
love of learning. Our programs are based on the belief that learning is intrinsically related to self- 
esteem. We believe that all children can learn. We aim to provide an environment - physical setting, 
facilities, programs, staff, attitudes and behaviours - that maximise the potential of each student, both 
as a unique individual and as a responsible member of the community.  You will assist your child to 
settle happily into school, and the programs to run effectively, if you ensure that your child attends 
school punctually and regularly. 
 
YOUR SCHOOL 
 
Brunswick South Primary School (BSPS) was established in 1886 and has a long history of 
involvement in the Brunswick community.  It is situated on the border of Brunswick and Carlton on 
Brunswick Road and is housed in two brick buildings with heritage classification. 

 
 In response to a survey, one of our families suggested that the ethos of Brunswick South Primary 
could be best expressed by the phrase   ...the city school with a country feel... It reflects the feelings of 
many families about the benefits of a small school, where staff, children and families are all known to 
each other and there is a strong sense of community. 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
Council meets regularly, at least 8 times a year, and consists of the Principal, two other DET 
employees, five elected parents and two co-opted members. Council is a legally constituted body that 
is responsible to the Department and has the major roles in determining school policy and monitoring 
the operations of the school. Council has established a number of sub-committees to facilitate these 
responsibilities and to broaden the base of parental and community input and support.  School 
Council elections are held each year in March. 
 
The following are Brunswick South School Council sub committees. 

 
FINANCE s/c 

                        Monitors all finances and oversees budgeting within the school 
SACC  s/c 

Monitors and supports the Before and After School Care programs 
          EDUCATION & POLICY s/c 

 Monitors and reviews policy development and curriculum programs in the school  
        ENVIRONMENT s/c 

Co-ordinates the maintenance and development of buildings, play grounds and gardens at the 
school. 
             FUNDRAISING s/c 
                              Co-ordinates all fundraising and publicising of the school 
                        Fete working party organises and manages the Annual Twilight Fete 
 

 
 
 



JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

The school has a Junior School Council with a boy and a girl elected from each class as representatives 
for the school year. The J.S.C. meets regularly with the designated staff member. Junior School 
Councillors are responsible for ensuring that a verbal report is given to each class. The class 
representatives are responsible to their class for bringing issues raised in class to J.S.C. Minutes are also 
tabled at School Council, and sent to the appropriate School Council subcommittee as required.  J.S.C. 
representatives also attend Special Combined School Council meetings. 

 
ASSEMBLIES 
 
Each Monday a School Assembly is held in the hall at 9.00. We sing the National Song, read the school 
declaration that was written by students and teachers, and students or groups may also present an item. 
Certificates are presented to Pupils of the Week. Students report on various school or class events such 
as sport, excursions and camps. Seating is available and you are welcome to attend.   
 
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAM (S.A.C.C.) 
 
Before and After School Care program currently operates at Brunswick South from 7.00 - 8.45 am and 
from 3.30 - 6.30 pm each school night.  The cost to you is based on family income as a child- care 
subsidy is available after registering with Centrelink. For further information, see the SACC section in 
this book. 
 
NEWSLETTER / NOTICES / COMMUNICATION  
 
The school newsletter is sent home regularly with the eldest child in your family attending BSPS or 
emailed, and contains a calendar of coming events, general news and information about the school.  
Other notes for you will be sent home when necessary, so please check bags regularly and return signed 
notices and other forms promptly when requested. 
Your child’s teacher will explain the communication routines early in the year. 
You are welcome to participate in your child’s classroom as well as in other areas of the school 
programs. Please let your child’s teacher know if you will be a regular or occasional participant.   
If you wish to speak to the class teacher about your child or any aspect of the program or school life, we 
ask that you choose a time that will enable you to fully discuss the situation.   
Teachers, unless on yard duty, will usually be preparing for the day between 8.45 and 9.00 am. 
The confidential enrolment/information form is kept in the Office.  You must 
provide at least one telephone number for IMMEDIATE contact in an emergency.  
If any information on this form changes, please let us know immediately. 

 
SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN 

 
 All children must remain in the school from the time they arrive until dismissal by teachers at 3.30pm.  
The only exceptions are when a parent collects a child early, or designated adult, for a reason the 
Principal has approved.  If you are collecting a child during school hours, you MUST come first to the 
Office to fill in the sign out book, and then collect the child. If someone other than a parent is collecting 
your child, please inform us. 



A teacher is on duty in the yard at recess and lunchtime and for 15 minutes before school and after 
school.  If a wet day timetable is necessary, this is announced over the speaker and a roster is used to 
ensure children are adequately supervised. 
 
Children are not permitted in the buildings before 9.00 am or after 3.30 pm or during recess or lunch 
without a teacher. The only exceptions are children being sent in by a teacher for injury, illness or time 
out.  If it is raining before school, children are expected to be in the Hall where they are in the care of the 
duty teacher. 
 
Junior school students are permitted to take their bags into the East building and then go outside into the 
playground. 
Students riding bikes, scooters or skateboards to school should wear the requisite safety gear and are not 
permitted to ride in the playground. 
 
SCHOOL CROSSING 
 
We have supervised crossings for everyone’s safety in Park Street and in Brunswick Road.  Children 
MUST cross the road at these crossings.  Please ensure that your child is aware of this and knows to 
follow the supervisors’ instructions. You can help to establish this important safety behaviour by using 
the crossings yourself.   
The school is involved in a ‘Safe Routes to School’ Program and Road Safety is included in our school 
curriculum. We are also the media school for Bicycles Victoria and have regular Ride 2 School days. 
Bikes and scooters are locked in the school bike shed during school hours. 
 
EXCURSIONS AND PERFORMANCES 
 
From time to time there will be class excursions, performers or presenters visiting the school.  These 
direct experiences are a valuable aspect of school programs and curriculum. 
As these experiences are an integral part of your child’s education programs, we expect that all children 
will participate. Costing for these activities is reviewed and approved by School Council each year.  
Information on detailed program costs will be sent out early in the year. 
To go on excursions, students are required to have the permission notice signed by you and returned to 
the school. TEACHERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO TAKE A CHILD ON AN EXCURSION UNLESS 
A SIGNED PERMISSION FORM HAS BEEN RETURNED TO THE SCHOOL. 
You will also be required to sign and return a local walks permission form which will be sent home early 
in the year. 
 
LIBRARY 
 
All children will have a weekly session in the Library and may borrow during these  
times, providing they have returned their library book. Parents may also borrow by seeing the class 
teacher and joining the Library. 
Borrowing times are displayed clearly on the Library / Resource Centre door. 
We encourage and recommend that children join a local library and also borrow regularly from there.  
This not only gives them a wider range of materials, it prepares them for continued learning in secondary 
schooling and adulthood. 
  
LUNCH AT SCHOOL 



 
The school uses a shop, which provides a variety of lunches.  Lunches are ordered by writing the child’s 
name, class and lunch order with money enclosed on a paper bag and putting it in the class lunch tub.  
Tubs are picked up at 9.15 am. The lunch tubs are collected from the office at 12.50 pm by class 
monitors and are taken to classrooms.  A price list is sent home at the start of the year and extra copies 
are available from the office. 
Children are not permitted to have drinks in glass containers. If students forget to place an order, or leave 
lunch at home, a lunch is made for them at school. This will usually be a sandwich with either cheese, 
vegemite or peanut butter. The School Council has approved a Healthy Food policy and we encourage 
all families to provide healthy food for snacks and lunches. Please ensure that the Principal is  
informed if your child has any food allergies. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE AND ILLNESS 
 
It is important that your child attends school regularly, but if they are sick then home is the best place.  
The school is not equipped to look after sick children for an extended time.  If your child becomes ill 
during school, you, or the person nominated on the enrolment form will be contacted.  Please ensure 
that this information is current and that the person nominated is available if needed. 
First aid is given at school for small grazes, bumps and scratches.  Contact is always made with home for 
anything considered more serious. 
Your child must be excluded from school if she/he has any of the following: 
Chickenpox, German Measles, Measles, Mumps, Impetigo (School Sores), Hepatitis, Ringworm or Head 
Lice. 
A phone call to the school or a signed note must be provided for any absences. 
If your child is an independent traveller and is absent without notification, you will be contacted to 
ascertain the reason for the absence. 
Please consider that if your child is on medication for a short-term illness or infection, then perhaps 
school is not the appropriate place for them to be. 
All children who have chronic conditions arrange a health management plan with the school. Arrange 
this on enrolment and update when circumstances change. If your child is asthmatic and uses an inhaler, 
a spare one must be sent to school clearly labelled with your child’s name. Students are not required to 
hand these to their teacher but keep them to use when required.  
Forms for you to complete and return will be sent home at the beginning of the year so that we can 
maintain the Asthma Register accurately. A list of students who have asthma is kept by all teachers and 
in the sick bay. 
A school nurse will examine preps during the year. This will only occur when you have completed the 
form sent home and granted permission.  
Our support staff are trained in First Aid and they staff our First Aid room together with the office 
manager, principal and teachers..  
We have strict guidelines to the dispensing of medicine provided by parents. Schools are not permitted 
to supply drugs, medicines or ointments.  
We have a policy of not sharing food because of students who have diverse food allergies.  
Camp guidelines on medications are very strict (see the policy). Staff undertake asthma, diabetes, 
anaphylactic shock, First Aid and CPR training on a cyclical basis. 

 



PREP INFORMATION 
 

Beginning school is a very big step in your child’s life. Our Prep Orientation/Transition Program takes 
place over three sessions at the end of the year prior to beginning school. It aims to familiarise your child 
with the school, their teachers and their new classmates. It also provides an opportunity for you to meet 
other parents and learn more about school structures, programs and expectations. Specific dates and 
details of the Program are available when enrolling.  A letter will be sent to you when you enrol 
informing you of the transition dates. To further assist your Prep child with a successful beginning to 
school life, hours of attendance are modified and Preps will only attend Monday to Thursday during 
January and February. We provide free care on Fridays in the After Care room during January and 
February. Please let us know if your child  will be attending the program during this time.  
 
THE FIRST DAY 
 
Our Preps start school on the second day of term one, to allow a day for our returning students to settle 
in to their new classes, so that we can focus on helping our new students begin their school days in the 
most supportive way possible. 
 
When you arrive at school, please go straight to the Prep classrooms in the East building.  The teachers 
will welcome you and your child, introduce some of the other children and settle the new student into a 
game or activity. 
Before you leave, tell your child you are going and that you will come back to collect your child at home 
time. Please be specific with your child if someone other than you is collecting him or her, and also 
ensure that the teacher knows.  Prep children will remain in their classroom until they are collected. 
You are welcome to go to the Staff Room for tea or coffee after you leave your child. Sharing time 
with other parents, first timers and experienced, is  useful and comforting. 
 
PARENTS AND TEACHERS AS PARTNERS 
 
When a child first goes to school, there is a great change for that child and for her or his family.  We 
believe that co-operation between parents and the family is most important in the education of your 
child. The more co-operative and strong the links between home and school are, the better the education. 
We know this from research and from our own experiences. We look forward to our partnership with 
you and hope that you will be involved in the life of the school. We will do our best to communicate 
with you as honestly and completely as we can about what we are doing at school and why, and we 
hope that you will share information with us that will allows us to better understand and teach your 
child. 
 
 THE TRANSITION FROM HOME TO SCHOOL 
 
Starting school is a big change for children. It can be difficult for a child to be away from their family and 
to join a new group of children. Anything you can do now to help will make school a happier place for 
your child. 
 
The next section of this booklet offers some ways that you can support and build on your child’s 
classroom experiences, not just in Prep, but also throughout their primary school life. 

 



1.   PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR SHARING LANGUAGE 
Preparing to go somewhere or to do something will mean making plans and there will be much to 
talk about during and after the activity. So many places to go...  
the city, the zoo, the beach, art galleries, the museum, the park, the beach, visiting friends and 
family.  So many things to do... paint, cook, share, talk, and sing.  All these are times to share with 
your child. 
 

2.   ALLOW YOUR CHILD TIME AWAY FROM THE FAMILY 
This will help your child to become more independent and to build self-confidence.  An overnight 
stay with a friend or relative is a good idea.  A favourite toy can always be taken for comfort.  
Encourage your child to play with trusted friends in nearby flats or houses for specified amounts of 
time.  

3.   ENCOURAGE QUESTIONS 
Children are full of questions about how and why.  Such questioning is at the heart  
of investigating and therefore learning.  Don’t be afraid to ask your child questions, particularly ones 
which need more than a yes / no answer.  Don’t be put off if the answer to “What did you do at 
school?” is “Nothing”.  Be more specific - ask about friends, art, reading, games, and the 
playground. 

 
4.   ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO FIND OUT FOR THEMSELVES 

Young children are natural investigators.  Don’t always tell them all the answers, but do try and 
provide the means for them to find out answers for themselves.  Encourage active play such as 
shops, dress ups or families.  It is also great if you are able to provide some space where your child 
can do some messy activities safely. 
 

5.  SHARE READING TIME WITH YOUR CHILD 
Reading with your child and listening to your child read to you is a vital part of developing language.  
Sometimes a young child will try to read with you or tell you about some pictures in their book - 
this is their reading and is an important stage in beginning reading.  Bedtime stories are terrific, but 
ANY spare time you have is a good reading time. Encourage your child in ‘reading’ the world 
around them, there are words and letters and signs everywhere. 
 

6.  WRITE FOR YOUR CHILD 
Write down a story as your child tells it then read it back with them. 
Display it for others to see - on the fridge for example. 
 

7.  WRITING AND DRAWING 
Encourage your child to try out different ways of drawing and writing by having some pencils, 
crayons, paper and safety scissors available.  Scribbling and doodling are the first stages of formal 
writing. By the time they are ready for school; most children can read their own name and have 
enormous pride in being able to write it for themselves. 
 

8.  SAFETY KNOWLEDGE 
It is in your child’s interests to assist them in starting to learn: 
 to be able to tell their full name, address and phone number 
 about the school crossing and safe road crossing procedures 
 to recognise the way to and from school 



 essential personal safety behaviours such as staying in the playground and not leaving the 
classroom without their teacher's permission 

 
9.  SUPPORT WHAT YOUR CHILD DOES AT SCHOOL 

Remember that school is your child’s ‘job’ and everyone likes to receive attention for a job well 
done.  When your child brings work home, find a place to display it so others in the family and 
visitors can share in your child’s successes and efforts. 
 

10. YOUR CHILD IN THE CLASSROOM 
A balanced diet and a regular sleep is important for all of us, especially growing children.  A child 
who is cranky, tired and hungry cannot concentrate and may not be able to fully participate in all 
school activities. 
Remind your child that she or he can talk to a teacher at any time.  We all know how it feels to be 
worried, upset or frightened and children need to know teachers will always listen to their concerns. 
 

11. YOU AND YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER 
The benefits of a good relationship between home and school are obvious.  Don’t hesitate to contact 
the school as you see the need.  Often a phone call or a quick chat can clear up any concerns before 
they become big problems. 
 

12. YOUR CHILD IS SPECIAL AND UNIQUE 
Parents and teachers can all provide encouragement, assistance and support for children but 
remember your child needs time to develop a skill.  We need to recognise and remember that 
children learn different things at different times and at different speeds. Teachers plan a wide range 
of activities to take this into account. 
Commenting on your child’s progress in comparison to siblings or other students is unlikely to 
benefit your child. Being thought of as better, or not as good as someone else, does not help your 
child to feel confident to reach their potential. 
If you have any questions, feel free to organise a time for discussion with your child’s teacher or the 
Principal. 



 

 Prep year at Brunswick South Primary School  

                      What can you expect? 
 
CURRICULUM 
 
Our school provides a broad curriculum based on the Victorian Essential Learning Standards. In the 
teaching of English we implement our Early Years Program P - 4. We also implement an Early Years 
Numeracy program. In 2008 we are also incorporating elements of a Developmental Curriculum for 
Preps which is more play based. 
 
Parents want to know what happens at school in the first year in particular and there is often anxiety 
about whether the school they choose will be the best for their child. The curriculum for children in 
their first year at Brunswick South Primary School constantly evolves to reflect the needs of the 
children, community needs and research. 
 
 In 2008 we will be incorporating aspects of what is called a ‘Developmental Curriculum’ which has 
been, or is being introduced at several schools in our area.. Play is integral to this curriculum. At 
Brunswick South we believe that the same philosophies behind this program underpin our Early 
Years curriculum. They include play based learning centres, games, and improvised role play, etc., 
but we intend to further develop play based learning for preps. We want to promote and ensure an 
even  smoother transition between Kindergarten and the first year of school. 
 
Our curriculum will continue to place an emphasis upon children’s development in the areas of 
social, emotional, cognitive, meta-cognitive, physical and language domains. Children engage in 
learning experiences based on their own interests and through developmental and learning 
objectives developed by the Junior teaching team. Children are encouraged to be innovative and 
creative. The teachers will assist the children to extend their thinking to a higher level of 
understanding and to develop new knowledge and skills. This is a priority for all grade levels in our 
four year Strategic Plan. We are happy to have a conversation with you about your child’s specific 
learning needs and interests. 

 
Students at risk participate in small group literacy and numeracy intervention programs.  
Activities and programs are provided to cater for highly able students, both on-site and at other 
venues.  
Our team of dedicated teachers work together to ensure a comprehensive, sequential and broad 
based curriculum in the following areas: 
 
Physical, Personal and Social Learning 

 Health & Physical Education 
 Interpersonal Development 
 Personal Learning 



 Civics & Citizenship 
 
Discipline-based Learning 

 The Arts 
 English & Italian 
 The Humanities (Economics, Geography & History) 
 Mathematics 
 Science 

 
Interdisciplinary Learning 

 Communication 
 Design, Creativity & Technology 
 Thinking 

 
The curriculum is further enriched by: 
* Multiple computers in each classroom          
* Internet access for all students                        * Values education 
* Library                                                            * Peer Mediation program 
* Visual Arts program                                        * Intensive Swimming Program 
* Interschool Sport                                             * Road Safety education 
* Camps and Excursions                                    * Student access to the Internet                     
*Instrumental Music programs                          * Student extension programs 
* Big Friends/Little Friends Program                * Choir 
* Band           * Junior School Council     
* Whole school activities     
                                   
HOMEWORK 
 
The school has a homework policy that allows all children to have regular and appropriate 
homework. The definition of homework is broad, so if your child does not have set work this does 
not mean your child has no homework. 
Children may be given work to do at home that is unfinished class work or a task, which will build 
on work undertaken at school. Homework will always be work your child can do with little or no 
assistance from you, however your support and encouragement is appreciated. 
The school encourages children to discuss at home what they are doing at school. It gives special 
validation to their efforts when parents and other family members are interested. 
Each child is expected to borrow books from the school Resource Centre and/or local library 
regularly to read and share at home with other family members. 

 
PROGRAM ASSISTANCE 
 
There are many other ways you can be involved in your child’s schooling. These include, School 
Council, Council subcommittees, participating in Working Bees, attending school functions, 
working at the fete and participating in fundraising activities.  
In addition, there are also activities where individual parental assistance and participation is needed 
and appreciated in the daily life of the school.  
 



Some examples are: 
 helping with reading/writing/maths 
 assisting with sport                                                                         
 assisting with special class activities  
 gardening              
 performing and sharing at the Parent assemblies each term         
 
If you would like any further information or feel you have some special skills to share, please 
contact the Principal or speak with your child’s class teacher.  We would love to hear from you. 

 
DISCIPLINE AND WELFARE 
 
The school has ‘Student Care and Conduct’ and ‘Anti-Bullying’ policies. The Student Behaviour 
booklet, developed with the students, is available to all families, and provides information about 
school conduct and expectations. 
If you have concerns regarding your child’s behaviour, or the behaviour of another child towards 
your child, please contact the class teacher or the Principal so that the matter can be dealt with as 
quickly as possible. 
We each have the right to be treated with respect. We want all our children to feel safe and happy at 
school. 
Each class develops an appropriate set of specific rules based on the school policy.  
Parent support will assist your child to settle quickly and successfully into school. 
 
SCHOOL DRESS 
 
All children at Brunswick South are given the opportunity and are encouraged to be as active as 
possible.  Some clothing prevents them from doing this, particularly some types of footwear.  
Remember, school is your child’s ‘job’ and it is an active and sometimes messy job.  Your child 
needs to dress appropriately for the work and play that they will be doing. Thongs, slip ons, high 
heel and ‘party’ type shoes are not suitable school footwear at any time. 
Our school is "sun smart" and students are expected to wear appropriate sunhats, wide brimmed or 
legionnaires, and apply sunscreen when outside during terms 1 and 4.  Tank tops and dresses with 
only shoulder straps are not acceptable as the sunburn risk is too great.  
 
The following items of clothing are available with the school logo: 
Wide- brimmed hats, short and long sleeved tee shirts and windcheaters. 
In years 4, 5 and 6, school T-shirts and shorts or track pants are needed for interschool sport and 
children are expected to wear a uniform when participating in school teams or for choir 
performances.  
 
LOST PROPERTY 
 
Clothing, bags and other items, which are found around the school, are placed in a lost property 
cupboard located in the wet area of the East building. 
You or your child should check the lost property as soon as something is missed. 
If your child’s belongings are clearly marked it is much more likely you will get them back. 
Any un-named and unclaimed lost property is sent to the Brotherhood or another Charity at the end 
of each term. 



 
                Student Discipline and Welfare – Care and Conduct Policy 

 
The Brunswick South Primary School Student Care and Policy has been developed within the DET 
guidelines and is the basis of our student welfare and discipline policy.  
 
Preamble 
 
Our purpose is that Brunswick South students learn to take responsibility for their own behaviour 
and develop the necessary inter-personal and communication skills to function successfully and 
happily in the wider community. 
 
We aim to provide a positive environment that enhances the development of each child's learning 
potential and self-esteem. It is the responsibility of students, staff and parents to work towards 
making our school a happy and peaceful environment in which everyone feels safe and has a sense 
of belonging. It is essential that all members of our school community actively support this code of 
conduct. 
 
We acknowledge and respect gender, cultural, religious, racial, physical, intellectual and socio-
economic differences. We value diversity in our school through inclusive programs and believe in a 
fair go for all. These values are modelled and encouraged within the school community and are 
taught in our curriculum and programs. 
 
The school undertakes to provide for the well being of all students regardless of gender, class or 
ethnicity, by establishing a safe, effective and supportive environment exercising the principles of 
equal opportunity.  At all times the emphasis will be on the reinforcement of positive behaviour. 
The principal and teachers have an obligation to implement the student code of conduct fairly, 
reasonably and consistently and families have and obligation to support the school in maintaining 
this environment. 

 
Our policy is based on the following principles: 
 

 Teachers have professional and legal responsibilities for the care of the students. 
 All individuals are valued and treated with respect. 
 Co-operation, courtesy and care for others are essential for the harmony of the school. 
 Teachers provide an environment which enhances students' self-esteem. 
 Students learn to accept responsibility for their actions through discussion of the 

 behaviour and logical consequences. 
 Students have a right to work in a secure environment without intimidation where they are                         

encouraged to develop their talents, interest and ambitions 
 Open communication is established and maintained between parents/care-givers, teachers   

and children. 
 
Our policy is based on the following rights and responsibilities: 
 
Student rights are to: 

 Be accepted as a unique individual 
 Be treated with respect by other students, teachers and visitors to the school 



 Learn and play in a happy, safe, secure, stimulating and positive environment 
 Express ideas and opinions in a positive way and be listened to and respected for them 
 Have equal access to school equipment and teacher time. 
 Be taught by competent teachers 

 
Student responsibilities are to: 

 Participate and work to the best of their ability 
 Co-operate and be considerate 
 Share and care for equipment 
 Act in a safe and responsible manner 
 Respect the rights of others 
 Follow school rules 
 Communicate with adults and peers in a respectful manner 

 
Brunswick South Primary School considers that a positive approach to behaviour is desirable to 
foster a school climate where students develop healthy self-esteem and are taught to take 
responsibility for themselves and others.  
 
We are committed to the following strategies  

 Communicating clear expectations of student behaviour. 
 Developing co-operative classroom management plans of behaviour and class rules. 
 Ensuring that programs cater to student needs and interests. 
 Working with parents to ensure that students behave appropriately. 
 Providing appropriate playground and classroom supervision. 
 Enhancing and encouraging parent teacher contact. 
 Focussing on positive patterns of behaviour to develop healthy student self esteem. 
 Encouraging sharing and tolerance amongst all our students. 
 Encouraging responsible and safe play within our playground. 
 Recognising and positively reinforcing appropriate behaviours. 
 Developing pride in our school. 

 
Expected Behaviours 
 
There are rules for behaviours in the classrooms and the playground. 
Students are expected to respect these rules whenever they are on school property or involved in 
school- based activities such as camps, excursions and school social functions. 

 Communicating:  Students are expected to speak politely and respectfully, listen 
courteously to each other and consider the opinions of others. 
 

 Learning:  Students are expected to actively participate in all classroom activities in a 
positive way, take turns and share teacher time 

 Punctuality:  Students are required to be at school, and in classes, punctually.  
 

 Moving:  Students are expected to move safely in the school buildings and playground 
without disturbing others. When moving around the school, students are expected to do so in a 
responsible, safe and orderly manner 
 



 Property:  Students are expected to take care of school equipment, facilities and 
resources, respect the property of others and be responsible for their own property. 

 Dealing with Others: Students are expected to treat others with courtesy and respect. 
 

 Resolving Conflict: Students are expected to try to resolve differences with others in a 
sensible and reasonable manner, seeking staff assistance if unable to reach an acceptable solution. 
 

 Being Safe: Students are expected to play and work in ways that ensure the safety of 
themselves and others. 
    
The following activities are unacceptable at school because they may result in injuries. 
 

 Waiting to be collected outside the school grounds 
 Riding bicycles, skateboards, scooters or roller-blades in the school ground. 
 Playing with hard balls 
 Playing with sticks, stones or other dangerous objects. 
 Climbing trees or buildings. 
 Water fights 
 Dangerous role playing and games 

 
The following items are unacceptable at school because they may encourage aggression, result 
in injury or be damaged or lost 
 

 War games and toys 
 Glass containers 

 Expensive items - eg. Gameboys, nintendos, walkmans 
 Strap or singlet tops 
 Thongs, backless shoes or sandals 
 High heeled shoes or sandals 
 Student’s personal sports equipment 

 
SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAM 
Co-ordinator  Roula Sakellaris 
Telephone              9381 1013 
 
School Age Child Care is a care and recreational program for children from prep to grade six.  We 
offer care BOTH Before and After school to the children of parents working and/or studying, in a 
safe, stimulating and supportive environment.The S.A.C.C. program operates from a double 
classroom in the East Building.  Areas such as the hall, the adventure playground and the ball courts 
are also used in After School sessions to provide a wide range of daily activities. 
 
BEFORE SCHOOL CARE: 7.00am – 8.45 am 
 
The Before Care program is designed for busy parents who need care prior to the start of the school 
day.  Children are offered a yummy and varied breakfast from a selection of fruit, cereal, yoghurt, 
toast, eggs or pancakes and is available right through until 8.30 am.  Children may participate in light 
games/activities such as reading, board games, computer or art/craft projects. 
 



The cost for BEFORE CARE is $7.50 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE: 3.30 – 6.30 pm 
 
After School Care offers children a choice of structured or unstructured play.  Our permanent 
double classroom space allows areas to be set up to suit individual and group needs.  The children 
have a range of activities from which to choose, such as cooking, drama, art and craft and computer 
games.  We also have a quiet area set aside for children to read or do their homework.   
 
A monthly program of special activities is printed in the school newsletter.   
 
Afternoon tea is provided at 3.30 pm. and is available throughout the program time.  Students select 
from a selection of sandwiches/pita bread, fresh fruit and vegetables, dips and muesli bars.  After 
Care finishes at 6.30 pm and late fines are incurred after that time. 
 
 Fees for After Care will be $11.50. Child Care Assistance is available for both Before Care and After 
Care.  Details are available from the S.A.C.C. Co-ordinator.  You must apply for Child Care 
Assistance through Centrelink. 
 
CURRICULUM DAYS: 8.00am – 6.30pm 
 
S.A.C.C. offers a full day program of childcare on Curriculum Days. Notification of these days is 
made through the school newsletter on School Council authority. This includes details of the day's 
planned activities.  To ensure a place for your child on these days, a booking must be made and paid 
for in advance.  Fees for Curriculum Days in 2008 will be approximately $30-40.00 per session, 
depending on the activities undertaken.  The S.A.C.C. Program does not operate on stop work days. 

  
REGISTRATION: 
 
Attending S.A.C.C. involves filling out a registration form, available from the school office or 
S.A.C.C.  Once a registration form is completed, bookings can be made on a permanent or casual 
basis. To claim the Commonwealth government childcare rebate you must also register for this. 
Forms and details of the scheme are available from the S.A.C.C. Co-ordinator or from the school 
office. 
 
Booking a permanent place at Before or After Care will ensure that a place is reserved for your child.  
Places can fill up on particular days and is recommended for families who require care on a regular 
basis.  
Casual bookings can also be made for families who need occasional care.  This can be done by 
telephoning or by writing your booking in the diary outside of the S.A.C.C. room the day before or 
by 9.00am that morning.  Cancellations for Before or After Care can also be made this way and this 
allows staff to be booked on actual numbers. Late cancellations (less than 24 hours) or non-notified 
cancellations will incur the full session charge. 
 
Most of all, S.A.C.C. encourages Learning, Sharing and Play in a safe environment. 
 


